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AGENCY BUDGET OVERVIEW

Where Will My Taxes and Fees 
Go for Courts?

(Total FY 2009 Operational Funding is $136,761,200)

Restricted 
Funds
10%

Other Funds
1%

Dedicated 
Credits

1%

General Fund
88%

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND SERVICES
(Headings include funding in Governor’s recommendations)

District Court  - $45.2 million 
• Managed 224,841 cases, including 38,529 criminal

cases

Juvenile Court - $37.1 million  
• Received 48,361 juvenile court referrals
• Received 3,699 dependency, neglect, and abuse

referrals
• Started operation of the new juvenile justice infor-

mation system

Contracts and Leases - $22.4 million  
• Provided funding for 49 leased facilities and 

courthouses 

Appellate Courts - $6.5 million  
• Filed 564 cases in the Supreme Court
• Filed 922 cases in the Court of Appeals

Guardian ad Litem (GAL) - $5.8 million  
• Managed 8,708 open cases for children for whom

there are allegations of abuse or neglect, or when
dependency of a minor was an issue 

Juror/Witness/Interpreter Fee - $2.0 million
• Provided interpreters for more than 17,700 hours of

court proceedings in calendar year 2007 to meet
constitutional and statutory mandates

• Offered national certification testing for prospective
Spanish interpreters (provision of a skills-building
course boosted the passing rate for this rigorous
exam to 30 percent from the typical Utah and
national average of about 15 percent)

District Court
34%

Juvenile Court
27%

Contracts and 
Leases

16%

Juror/Witness/
Interpreter Fees

1%

Guardian ad 
Litem
4%

Appellate 
Courts

5%
Other Court 
Programs

13%

Financing of Courts 

(Based on FY 2009 Recommendations)

COURTS

•  Supreme Court
•  Court of Appeals
•  District Court
•  Juvenile Court
•  Administrative Office of the Courts
•  Guardian ad Litem

Mission: Provide the people an open, fair, efficient, and inde-
pendent system for the advancement of justice under the law

Budget Recommendations - Courts

COURTS
David Walsh, Analyst
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Other Funds
General Fund

Maintain the quality and timeliness of court 
decisions

• Hire two law clerks assigned to district court judges
with $167,800 ongoing General Fund 

• Reduce workload in the 4th judicial district by fund-
ing one court commissioner and two support staff
with $278,200 ongoing General Fund

Attract and maintain highly qualified judges
• Provide a 7.0 percent salary and benefits increase

for judges, as previously recommended by the
Executive and Judicial Compensation Commission,
with $1,208,900 ongoing General Fund

Provide increased funding for court facilities Justice
Court technology

• Fund contracts and leases with $623,900 ongoing
General Fund 

• Increase use of technology in justice courts with
$100,000 ongoing restricted funds

Expand resources for GAL,
Juror/Witness/Interpreter, and Drug Court

• Provide one attorney and one support staff for
GAL with $129,700 ongoing General Fund

• Increase the conflict counsel budget for GAL with
$70,000 ongoing General Fund

• Pay for costs associated with the
Juror/Witness/Interpreter Program with $150,000
ongoing and $310,000 supplemental General Fund

Greater than 24 
months 4%

12-18 Months 
4%

 18-24 Months 
2%

6-12 Months 
8%

0-6 Months 
82%

District Court Time to Case Disposition
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Authorized vs Needed Judges and Commissioners
(Fiscal Year 2007)

General Fund and Total Funds 
in Courts

RECOMMENDATIONS: GOVERNOR’S GOALS AND INITIATIVES
(See itemized table for full list of recommendations)
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Includes criminal, domestic, general civil, probate, property rights, small claims, torts, and
traffic/parking.
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FY 2009 Proposed Legislative Intent

• Funds for the Judicial Council/State Court
Administrator, Contracts and Leases,
Jury/Witness/Interpreter, Grand Jury, and GAL
are nonlapsing.

• The Courts are authorized to enter into a lease-
purchase agreement for data processing hardware.

PROPOSED LEGISLATIVE INTENT LANGUAGE

• The Courts are authorized to create a commis-
sioner position in the 4th Judicial District.

• GAL is authorized to purchase two additional
vehicles.

• Under provisions of Section 67-6-2, UCA, salaries
for district court judges are approved at $134,650
for July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009; other judicial
salaries will be calculated in accordance with the
statutory formula and rounded to the nearest $50.
These amounts reflect an increase of 7.0 percent.

Budget Recommendations - Courts
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